
Offi cial publication of the Scottish Rite bodies of the 

March-April, 2018  • Volume VIII, Issue 2

ORIENT OF NEBRASKA • March/April 2018 1

. . . continued on page 7

Valley of Lincoln Celebrates Annual Robert Burns Dinner. Valley of Lincoln Celebrates Annual Robert Burns Dinner. 
See page 4 for story. . . See page 4 for story. . . 

Features:Features:
Alliance Spring ReunionAlliance Spring Reunion

Hastings to Host All-State ReunionHastings to Host All-State Reunion

Lincoln Robert Burns CelebrationLincoln Robert Burns Celebration

Omaha Installs 2018 Offi cersOmaha Installs 2018 Offi cers

RiteCare newsRiteCare news
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Let me tell you a tale of two cities. Or 
rather, a tale of two Valleys. 

One major Scottish Rite Valley, steeped in 
165 years of history in a major American 
city with more than 300 years of history, 
had owned their building for 110 years 
when the building was sold for $3.25 mil-
lion in 2015. Th e future of the building is 
uncertain, and the Valley meets at a local 
Lodge building in a nondescript building 
in the middle of a shabby, under-devel-
oped industrial park. (It took me a long 
time to fi nd the building on Google Maps 
simply because I refused to believe that a 
Lodge would be located there.) I looked at 
their Valley website for events.

Th e Reunion would be done in a neigh-
boring Valley, 80 miles away. Th e calendar 
lists only 5 business meetings from August 
to December and one Reunion. 

Th at bears the question, why would anyone 
be a member? On a fi nal eff ort to fi nd out 
the status of the Valley, I reached out to a 
knowledgeable friend in the area and asked 
what they had done to save the building. 
Were their fundraisers? Was there a mem-
bership drive? Nothing, nope and nope. 

Another Valley had their historic century-
old home on the market, and the fate of

the Valley was uncertain. In this case, the 
members rallied. Today that Valley hosts 
wedding rentals and has served as the 
backdrop for several Hollywood movies. 
Th e Shakespeare Th eater performs there 
and the Opera practices in their theater. 
Master Craft smen classes meet over piz-
za, community performances regularly 
use the building, and it continues to be a 
vibrant part of the community. 

One of the saddest things in Freemason-
ry is when a Lodge folds. In every town, 
Masonry across America has been part 
of the fabric of the community, oft en for 
more than a century. When a Scottish 
Rite Valley folds, it represents Brethren 
from a dozen diff erent Lodges. Many 
Brethren simply see no point in keep-
ing their membership when the building 
sells and their home is lost. 
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Mar 8 .............................. Broadway Series: Th e Hot Sardines (O)
Mar 10 ............................................ Hastings Spring Reunion (H)
Mar 16 ............ Masonic All-Star Marching Band (Lincoln, NE)
Mar 7, 14, 21, 28........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 ........................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Apr 5, 6, 7 . Scottish Rite Leadership Conference (Omaha, NE)
Apr 4, 11, 18, 25 ........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Apr 5, 12, 19, 26 .............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Apr 13-14 ........................................ Alliance Spring Reunion (A)
Apr 19 ................................................................Ethics on Trial (O)
May 4-5 ............................................. Lincoln Spring Reunion (L)
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ...................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 ......................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
May 17, 18, 19 ..................................Omaha Spring Reunion (O)
May 19 ......................................Celebrating the Craft  (A, H, L, O)
May TBD ...................................................Give Hastings Day (H)
May 23 .................................................................Omaha Gives (O)
May 31 ......................................................Give to Lincoln Day (L)
Jun 2 (tentative) ...............Nebraska Shrine Bowl (Kearney, NE)
Jun 3 ................................................Broadway Series: Wicked (O)
Jun 13 ..............................RiteCare Classic at Pacifi c Springs (O)
Jun 23 ...................................................WalkRite for RiteCare (O)
July 15-19 ........................Shrine Imperial Session (Daytona, FL)
Oct 12-13 ...Nebraska Statewide Scottish Rite Reunion (at Hastings)

Oct 19 ............ Friends of Scottish Rite Dinner and Auction (O)

Lodge of Perfection meetings:
Alliance, 4th Friday of each month
March 23, April 27, May 25, June 22

Hastings, 1st Tuesday of each month
March 6, April 3, May 1, June 5

Lincoln, 3rd Wednesday of each month
March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20

Omaha, 3rd Monday of each month
March 19, April 16, May 14, June 18

For more information
contact the General Secretary in your Valley

Gene Gatti (Alliance)  ............................................ (308) 762-4324

Phil Odom (Hastings) ............................................ (402) 462-5813

Bruce Wood (Lincoln) ........................................... (402) 435-2144

John Maxell (Omaha) ............................................. (402) 342-1300

Valley of Alliance, Nebraska

SCOTTISHSCOTTISH  RITERITE
April 13-14, 2018April 13-14, 2018

Reunion

Th e Spring Reunion is coming up on April 13-14, 2018! Plan 
to drop by, watch the Degrees, and welcome our new 32° 
Princes of the Royal Secret. 

I have never shied 
away from our 

challenges as a 
small and rural 
Valley - the dis-
tance to travel to 
events, being chief 
among them. Th is 
brings me to two related themes that aff ect us. 

First, studies show that people increasingly identify by their 
“tribe.” Tribes are the groupings of people founded upon shared 
ideas and values, such as college groups which oft en tout them-
selves like independent countries. As such, we declare ourselves 
to be part of “Husker Nation,” whether we live in New York 
or Scottsbluff  or Lincoln. Second, we value our time over our 
treasure. Younger members don’t see it worth the time to drive 
from Scottsbluff  to a meeting in Alliance (and oft en not even a 
Lodge meeting in their home town), even if they are proud to 
say they are Masons. In an age of competing interests between 
work and parenthood, time is a valuable commodity.

So if we are to attract and retain people, we need to add to the 
quality of members lives. We need to put value into being a 
member of the “Scottish Rite Nation” perhaps more so than into 
the forms and traditions of the Lodge meeting itself. If time is 
precious, how do we create these opportunities to connect that 
welcomes members in these newly emerging trends?

If the business meeting is an outdated obstacle to joining, would 
members respond to a weekly or monthly dinner that welcomes 
families, invites an interesting speaker, and reinforces our mem-
bership and shared bonds in the Scottish Rite Nation through  
Masonic education? Our Valley - because of our rural nature 
and membership - has the unique ability to reinvent our mem-
bership to engage members in their hometown as well as at the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center in Alliance. 

What do you want to see in your Valley? How can we add 
meaning to your membership in our unique tribe? E-mail me at 
gene123@mail.com with your ideas, and I promise you, we will 
do what we can to adapt Scottish Rite Masonry (within reason) 
to new ideas and thinking. 
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Scottish Rite
Spaghetti

Feed
$8/person

Children 4 & under - free
Sunday, April 22n

d

Be a Be a Super HeroSuper Hero. . .Bring a candidate!. . .Bring a candidate!

scottish Rite Spring Reunionscottish Rite Spring Reunionscottish Rite Spring Reunionscottish Rite Spring Reunion
saturday, March 10, 2018saturday, March 10, 2018Saturday, March 10, 2018Saturday, March 10, 2018

The Central Nebraska 
Scottish Rite at Hast-

ings will host an all-state 
Reunion on Friday, Octo-
ber 12 and Saturday, Oc-
tober 13, 2018. 

Information will be made 
available as details are ar-
ranged, but we will have 
a block of hotel rooms 
available in Hastings. 
Degree teams are invited 
from Lincoln, Alliance, and Omaha to 
add to the fi ve mandatory degrees (4°, 
14°, 18°, 30° and 32°). Please reach out to 
your General Secretary if you would like 
to coordinate a Degree team hitting the 
road to Hastings. Let’s make this a great 
experience for our Candidates! 

If you haven’t seen the Degrees in other 
Valleys, this is a great opportunity. While 
we all “sing from the same hymnal” with 
our work, the Degrees are all done a bit dif-
ferently, based on costumes, scenery, and 
Valley traditions across the state. It is worth 
watching the Degrees to get some ideas to 
bring back to your home Valley, and meet 
Brethren from around the state as well! 

Central Nebraska Valley Hosting Fall 
Statewide Reunion

An All-State Reunion is also a wonder-
ful time to invite prospective members to 
join the Scottish Rite (any Valley can bring 
a candidate) at a unique Reunion that is 
guaranteed to be memorable! Talk to pro-
spective members in your Lodges about 
the value of being a Scottish Rite Mason, 
including:

• Expanding your network of friends 
and Brethren from your hometown 
to the entire state,

• Supporting statewide speech therapy 
for Nebraska children through the 
RiteCare Clinics, watching the De-
grees to get some ideas to bring back 
to your home Valley.

Hastings 18° Degree, Spring 2014

Do You Want to build a snowmAnDo You Want to build a snowmAn?? 
We did, but snow melts, so we came up 

with another way to build one.  First, 
we glued paper circles and triangles on 
plastic bags. We used Aleene’s Tack-It Over 
& Over glue to get the paper pieces to stick 
to the plastic bag.  Next, we fi lled the bags 
with ... shaving cream!  Last, we hung the 
snowmen on the bulletin board.
Th is activity helps our students develop key 
language skills including: 

• Following directions (fi rst, next, last)

• Learning about shapes, colors, loca-
tion, size, and numbers

• Learning about the parts of a snowman 
(or snowcat, depending on the builder)

• Touching diff erent textures (sticky 
glue, shaving cream)

• P r o n o u n c i n g 
words like “snow,” 
“glue,” “nose,” 
“eyes,” “mouth” 

We allow for “artistic 
license” as well.  Many 
younger students pre-
fer to have extra eyes 
and noses; preschool-
ers like to add acces-
sories, including whis-
kers, cat ears, hats, and 
buttons.  

Many of our students 
enjoyed their snow 
creations so much, 
they took them home.  Some of our “snow” 
creations made it to the bulletin board in 
our waiting room.

by Emily Johnson, M.S., CCC-SLP
RiteCare Clinician

emily.johnson@unmc.edu



Robert Burns, one of Scotland’s 
most famous sons, is still 

celebrated for his poetry and 
music more than 220 years 
aft er his death at age 37. Born 
on January 25, 1759, Robert 
Burns’ birthday is celebrated 
around the world with din-
ner, music, poetry, and of course, 
haggis, the national dish of Scotland. 
Th e Lincoln Scottish Rite celebrated 
the Ploughman Poet on January 27th 
with the annual Burns Night dinner.

Th e evening was sponsored by the Lin-
coln Knights of St. Andrew, and Hersh 
(32° KCCH) and Betty Talley served 
as the Burns Night Chairs, welcom-
ing nearly 100 guests for a great eve-
ning. Th e dinner began with cocktails 
in the museum and Scottish songs 
by Th ose Two, local musicians Da-
vid Purdham and Julie Schumacher. 

Guests bid on silent auction items, in-
cluding Scottish ties, prints, antiques, 
and Husker gear, which raised several 
hundred dollars for the RiteCare Speech 
and Language Clinic at the UNL Barkley 
Memorial Center. Th e KSA also raffl  ed a 
bottle of Macallan’s Scotch as a fundraiser. 

Aft er a welcome by our emcee, Jerry 
Pigsley, 32°, Dr. Steve Lahey gave the 
Selkirk Grace and invocation. With bag-
piper Dr. Jimmy Shelbourn, the KSA 
piped in the guest of honor - the haggis. 
Dr. Lahey read Burns immortal Ode to 
a Haggis, stabbing the “Great chieft ain 
o’ the pudding-race” with the assis-
tance of Hersh and Betty’s grandchil-
dren Annaleis and Herschel Talley, IV.

Aft er a fantastic dinner, guests enjoyed 
iced cranachan, the national dessert of 
Scotland made from whipped cream, 
fl avored with whiskey, honey and 
topped with raspberries and oats. 

As a surprise, Jerry Pigsley called Joni 
Bennett and Linda Wood to the po-
dium, where he honored them with the
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Lincoln Valley Celebrates Lincoln Valley Celebrates 
life of ploughman poet with life of ploughman poet with 
annual burns night dinnerannual burns night dinner

the Scottish Rite Excellence Award. 
Joni and Linda have donated lit-
erally hundreds of hours to the 
Valley cooking, serving, clean-
ing aft erward, and tackling 
numerous projects around the 

building. Th e Valley was proud 
to honor Joni and Linda for all the 

work they do without any fanfare. 

Th e traditional Toast to the Lassies was 
given by KSA Knight Master Andy 
Seachord, 32°. Not to be outdone by 
Andy, the Reply to the Laddies was given 
by Brooke Welsh. M.W. Richard Myers, 
Grand Master of Masons gave closing 
remarks for the evening, thanking the 
guests for allowing him to join the Valley 
as his last major event before his term as 
Grand Master ended the following Sat-
urday. Th e evening closed with Th ose 
Two singing Scottish a medley of Scot-
tish songs and leading the attendees in 
Auld Lang Syne. 

Th e Robert Burns Dinner has grown to 
be the Valley of Scottish Rite’s premier 
event each year, and one not to miss. 
Mark your calendars for January 26, 
2019 for the next Robert Burns Dinner! 

Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
5:30 Social  | 6:00 Dinner

Scottish Rite Masonic Center
332 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

Call (402) 435-2144 or e-mail
scottishrite@windstream.net

for more information

St. Patrick’s DaySt. Patrick’s Day
Saturday, March 17, 2018Saturday, March 17, 2018

www.ScottishRiteLincoln.org
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Hersh, Edward and Scott installed as 2018 
Masters for the Scottish Rite Lodges

2018 Lincoln Calendar
March 17 ... Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
May 4-5 .................................Spring Reunion
May 16 ..........................................Table Lodge
May TBD ...........................Walk for RiteCare 
June 20 ......... SR Club Dinner in Friend, NE
July 18 ........................................ Family Picnic
October 13 ...............................Feast of Tishri
December 1 .....RiteCare Children’s Christmas party
December 8 .................... Christmas Banquet
January 19, 2019 .........Robert Burns Dinner

Last Wednesday of each month
Burger Night (5:30 to 7 pm)

Th ursday Lunches at 11:45 ($6)

Serving as Installing Master, Michael 
Gray, 33° installed the 2018 Offi  cers for 

the Scottish Rite on Saturday, January 13, 
2018. George McCabe, 33° (not present due 
to illness) is Venerable Master of the Lodge 
of Perfection. Scott Dietrick, 32° is Wise 
Master of the Chapter of Rose Croix. Ed-
ward Boone, 32° is Eminent Commander 
of the Council of Kadosh, and Herschel 
Talley 32° KCCH was installed as Eminent 
Commander of Kadosh for the Lincoln 
Consistory. Andy Seachord, 32° is Knight 
Commander for the Knights of St. Andrew. 

Mike presented a plaque to Jerry Pigs-
ley with his thanks for his year as Vener-
able Master in 2017, and recognized Ward 
Shires, 32° KCCH and Bill Hayes, 32° for 
their year as Masters. 

Photo Credit: John KnoellPhoto Credit: John Knoell

Above: M.W. Rick Myers, 33° passes under 
the KSA Arch of Steel;  Below: Nick Furchert, 
32° and Andy Seachord, 32° having a little 
fun while tending bar at the Burns Dinner.



St u m p 
S i t t e r s 

wanted! We 
need Brethren 
willing to be 
on-call dur-
ing as much 
of a Scottish 
Rite Reunion 
as they can at-
tend to serve 
in non-speak-
ing roles, sometimes at short notice. 

Stump Sitters are the human equiva-
lent of background scenery, setting the 
mood as craft smen, courtiers, knights 
or soldiers. Any speaking parts are very 
minimal. Your reward for these pivotal 
roles is creating an impressive Reunion 
experience for candidates. And we will 
pay in donuts! 

If you are interested, please contact John 
Maxell, 33° at maxelljt@scottishriteo-
maha.org.
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Venerable Master Wade Ridout, 32° 
KCCH welcomed 30 Knights of St. 

Andrew and their ladies to the annual 
Membership Appreciation Dinner on Fri-
day, January 19, 2018. 

Aft er an excellent dinner catered by Jim 
Hirl, 32°, Wade Ridout thanked the mem-
bers for an excellent year. Kyle Beckner, 
32° presented Knights with service stars 
for working a total of 231 gigs in 2017, 
with a volunteer value of $11,600 given 
to the Valley. Kyle particularly recognized 
Carl Simmons, 32° and TJ Brumfi eld, 32° 
for working 45 and 42 gigs respectively in 
2017. Jim Flowers, 32° and Bob Pelletier, 
32° also worked 27 gigs each during the 
year. Th e KSA receives $100 for hosting 
rental events as greeters, and the money 
is donated back to the Valley. In 2017, this  
included fi nancial donations for quartz 
counters in the restrooms, CPR training 
and new chairs for the lounge. 

Among the most important purposes 
of the evening is the presentation of the

Annual Membership Dinner and Dennis P. 
Samuelson Award

SIT ON YER

Dennis P. Samuelson Award. Th e Samu-
elson Award recognizes a 32° “Black Hat” 
member of less than 5 year’s member-
ship, who has demonstrated exceptional 
service and leadership. Th is year’s re-
cipient is Alan Boulter, 32°, recognized 
for his leadership coordinating the KSA 
“Chain Gang” highway clean-up during 
the year, serving at numerous events and 
gigs, oft en staying until the very end to 
clean up. Alan’s name will be engraved on 
the Dennis P. Samuelson Quaich on dis-
play in the Scottish Rite lobby along with 
recipients.  

Wade Ridout (right) presents the 2017 Dennis  
Samuelson Award to Alan Boulter, 32° (left ).

The Offi  cers for the Lodge of Perfec-
tion, Chapter of Rose Croix, Council 

of Kadosh and Omaha Consistory bodies 
of the Scottish Rite were installed on Mon-
day, January 15, 2018. Installing Master 
Paul Rutherford, 33° explained the duties 
of each offi  ce, declaring each offi  cer duly 
installed. 

As Venerable Master for the Lodge of Per-
fection, Chris Nigro, 32° KCCH served as 
Master of Ceremonies for the dinner, wel-
coming guests, including Grand Master 
Rick Myers, 33° and the Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General, Charles V. Sederstrom, 
Jr., 33°. Chris called attention to the won-
derful unity Omaha Masonic bodies share 
as so many Brothers are also serve as Grand 
Lodge, Blue Lodge, Eastern Star, Shrine, 
and York Rite offi  cers while also being ac-
tive Scottish Rite Masons.

“It is my honor to serve the Omaha Valley 
as Venerable Master,” said Chris as the eve-
ning concluded. “Aft er speaking with the 
rest of my line, our goals for this year are 
re-engagement and membership. I would 
love to see our Reunions, monthly Lodge 
dinners and other special events ‘sold out’ 
with no room left  in the building. Also, 
without membership, how can we continue 
our great Fraternity? We will continue to 
visit Blue Lodges and promote member-
ship in the University of Freemasonry.” 

Top Left : Chris Nigro, 32° KCCH, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection with his offi  cers; Top 
Right: Charles Sohm, 32° KCCH, Wise Master of the Chapter of Rose Croix with his offi  cers; Bottom 
Left : Steve Zimmerman, 32°, Eminent Commander of the Council of Kadosh; Bottom Right: David 
Meinzer, 32° KCCH, Venerable Master of Kadosh and the Omaha Consistory Offi  cers

2018 Officers Installed for Scottish 
Rite Bodies

Knights of St. Andrew
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Armel MacDonald, 32° KCCH presented 
the fi nal awards for the evening. Chuck 
Sohm, 32° KCCH was recognized for serv-
ing as a mentor to many Brethren as a Line 
Offi  cer, on the Stage Crew, with the Royal 
Order of the Duck and Knights of St. An-
drew. Gary Unger, 32° KCCH was presented 
with the Ambassador award, always repre-
senting the best of Freemasonry in all the 
bodies. Don Kavalec, 32° KCCH received 
the Leadership award, in testimony to his 
service as a Past Master of Kadosh for the 
Omaha Consistory, Past Venerable Mas-
ter of the KSA, Degree work, running the 
Master Craft sman program, and serving on 
numerous committees. 

Th e evening owes a special thanks to Steven 
Barchus, 33° who showed up as Santa Claus, 
sitting for photos with members and guests. 
Th e evening gave members plenty of laughs, 
a great evening, and boasted a wonderful 
attendance. Th e Christmas banquet has be-
come a beloved tradition in the Scottish Rite 
Valley, so mark your calendar for December 
17th for this year’s banquet. 

CHRISTMAS BANQUET

The Valley of Omaha Scottish Rite 
hosted the 5th annual Christmas ban-

quet and awards ceremony on Monday, De-
cember 18th. Our emcees for the evenings 
were Chuck Sederstrom III, 32° KCCH and 
the offi  cers of the Lodge of Perfection.

140 Scottish Rite Masons, their ladies and 
guests gathered for cocktails in the lounge. 
Lee Terry, 33° began the evening with a 
seasonal debate, arguing that Christ is be-
ing removed from Christmas, replaced with 
Santa Claus and commercialism. Hal Daub, 
33° argued that Christ remains the central 
theme of Christmas. Hal and Lee always 
give a stimulating debate, with plenty of 
fi reworks and much to think about. 

Th e Culinary Masters prepared their fa-
mous prime rib, served with salad, a baked 
potato, and an ice cream bar with Christ-
mas cookies and treats. 

Aft er dinner, Chuck Sederstrom and his of-
fi cers presented awards to recognize Breth-
ren who have made a diff erence during the 
year as volunteers, leaders, and mentors. 
A.J. Johnson recognized Lee Terry, 33° for 
his fantastic degree work for many years 
in the 32° as well as the 21° Degree team, 
which is one of the most impressive De-
grees staged during Reunions. 

On behalf of the Stage Crew, Chuck Sohm, 
32° KCCH recognized Wade Ridout, 32° 
KCCH for his countless hours perfecting 
the sound and lights soft ware, working 
bugs out of the system, and creating an ex-
cellent Reunion experience for candidates.  
For the Royal Order of the Duck, Flight 
Commander Don Leu, 32° recognized Scott

Reuman, 32° KCCH for his numerous 
hours spent working on the stage, lights, 
and theater. 

On behalf of the Sovereign Grand Inspec-
tor General, his Personal Representative 
Paul Rutherford, 33° presented the SGIG’s 
Awards to Jim Flowers, 32°, who has set up 
the trains at Christmas each year, gener-
ously volunteers for the KSA, degree work, 
the fi sh fry, and selfl essly gives his time and 
talent to the Valley. Ralph Joos, Jr., 33° was 
also honored for his 50-year dedication to 
the Valley, including his leadership of the 
Spring and Fall Reunions. Th anks to his 
catch-phrase “Pay up, deadbeat!” the Out-
ings have operated at a profi t for several 
years! In true fashion, Ralph was down in 
the kitchen, cleaning up aft er the dinner 
when his name was called. 

Carl Simmons, 32° was recognized with 
the General Secretary’s Award as a Scottish 
Rite Mason of less than fi ve years, who has 
stood out for volunteering as a Knight of St. 
Andrew, for Degree work, and wherever or 
whenever needed.

Amanda Beckner received the Ladies 
Award, in recognition of her volunteering 
as a bartender at numerous events during 
the year. 

2

4

1

2

CEREMONY

OMAHA SCOTTISH RITE 5th ANNUAL

3

Photos: 1) Sally Carlson with Santa Claus (Steve 
Barchus, 33°), 2) Patrick Graves, 32°, Stephen 
Milton, 32° and Gary Williams, 32°,  3) Jim 
Flowers, 32° receiving the SGIG’s Award, 4) 
Chris Carter, 32° KCCH, the chick magnet
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Membership, continued
But I don’t tell you this tale of two cit-
ies to sound doom and gloom. Quite 
the opposite, in fact. Particularly for the 
Scottish Rite, we have members rallying 
across the state in Alliance, Hastings, 
Lincoln and Omaha. Th e calendars boast 
Reunions in each Valley, weekly lunches 
or morning donuts and coff ee, member-
ship events throughout the year, a leader-
ship that is responsive to the demands of 
the membership and a membership that 
gets involved. 

But we need to be vigilant to fi ll the gaps 
in creating the positive Scottish Rite (and 
Blue Lodge) experience so we don’t go 
the way of the fi rst Valley. Does your Val-
ley have a need for someone to manage 
social media/internet and e-mail com-
munications to members? Is someone in 
charge of education, providing monthly 
discussion about history and philoso-
phy? Has the Lodge offi  cers created a 
calendar of events for the coming year so 

members can plan their attendance well in 
advance? All of this is circular. Th e website/
social media manager needs events to add. 
Th at means we need to off er more than the 
promise of green beans and short meetings. 
We need members who can provide fellow-
ship, education, and programs and events. 
And to fi ll the room for events and provide 
fellowship, we need a positive Reunion ex-
perience, which requires a membership 
committee out talking to prospective mem-
bers at Lodges. Each element in a successful 
Valley requires that everyone is pitching in 
and doing their part!

Th e success of the Valley in the earlier 
example came down to one simple thing: 
members used their voice. Th ey didn’t 
rollover for the inevitable. As a Past 
Grand Master once said, Grand Lodge 
isn’t the Grand Master and it isn’t the 
building. It is the members. Same with 
the Scottish Rite. We are the leaders, and 
when we create a plan, get active, we have 
dynamic Valleys across the state. Nebras-
ka sure does, and you should be proud of 
your Valley and your Orient. 

If you are as proud as I am of how the 
Nebraska Scottish Rite has continued to 
thrive for more than a century in our Ma-
sonic homes, get involved in your Valley. 
Create and manage those programs and 
events that keep Brethren coming back 
and getting them involved. If we can 
keep doing that, we can make sure we are 
never going to have a “For Sale” sign in 
front of the Valley door and wind up as 
someone else’s cautionary tale. 

A packed Ballroom at the Lincoln Christmas 
banquet, a sign of a vibrant and dynamic Valley. 

The Scottish Rite Foundation of Ne-
braska received a donation of $5,000 

from the Scottish Rite Foundation, 
Southern Jurisdiction USA earmarked 
for our RiteCare Speech and Language 
Clinics. 

Th is supports 50 sessions of therapy for 
Nebraska children at the Clinics in Kear-
ney, Hastings, Omaha and Lincoln. Na-
tionally, the Scottish Rite Foundation do-
nated $220,000 this past year to Southern 
Jurisdiction Orients for RiteCare, repre-
senting a signifi cant investment from the 
House of the Temple in speech therapy 
delivered in each Valley. 

On behalf of the children the RiteCare 
Clinics will serve in Nebraska this year, 
thanks to all the Scottish Rite Masons 
who support the House of the Temple, 
which in turn supports our own RiteCare 
Clinics! 

House of the Temple Supports 
Nebraska RiteCare Services 
With $5,000 Donation

We fi rst heard about the Lincoln Scot-
tish RiteCare Clinic in November,  

2015 Our son Morgan, was not making 
progress with his school speech therapist, 
and she suspected that he had Childhood 
Apraxia of Speech.  We were very over-
whelmed with this diagnosis as it’s a long 
hard road of lots of therapy for years.  Af-
ter being on the wait list, he began working 
with Holly [Schlautman] in August, 2016.  
When we started, he had minimal intelli-
gible words and could mostly only be un-
derstood by family.  In the past year, he has 
made so much progress!  He is meeting so 
many of his goals and is now so much more 
understandable! It’s unbelievable to fi nally 
be able to have a conversation with my son!

We also have a daughter, Molly, who has 
just started working with Carrie at the Scot-
tish RiteCare Clinic in September, 2017.   
She is a little delayed in speech, especially 
from having her brother as a speech model.  
It has been so nice being able to have her 
receive therapy at Scottish Rite’s RiteCare 
Clinic as our health insurance does not cov-
er therapy for delays and our school district 
claims she is not delayed enough to receive 
therapy. Without the Scottish Rite RiteCare 
Clinic, I don’t know where we’d be.  

I am so proud of how hard my children 
work in speech.  Th ey have both grown so 
much, not only with their spoken language, 
but socially as well.  Holly and Carrie have 
made learning and working so much fun 
for them.  Th ey have made so much of a 
diff erence in our lives!  Th ank you so much 
to them, and to the Scottish Rite Masons for 
providing these life changing speech thera-
py services for families like ours.  

Th ank you! 

Liesal, Josh, Morgan and Molly Hoff man

Lincoln RiteCare Mom Thanks Scottish Rite 
Masons for Supporting Children’s Therapy

Miss Holly with Morgan and Molly. Th ey are 
holding crackers because that is their favorite 
treat to earn aft er therapy. 



Micah I. Evans, 33°, 
Orient Development Director

micah@SRNE.org

“ “

    Your dues change the light bulbs. 
      Your donations change the world.
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VOICEGiving the Gift of

   Name                  Valley       
Charles Bukin  Lincoln
Gary Bunnell  Omaha
Th omas Clark  Omaha
Micah Evans  Omaha
Tom Eyman  Omaha
David Fisher  Hastings
Michael Gray  Lincoln
Charles Hastings Hastings
Karel Kapek  Omaha
William Kimme  Omaha
Frank Kroupa  Omaha
Hughes Morris, Jr. Omaha
Steven Poulson  Omaha
Homer Puderbaugh Lincoln
Kenneth Rodabaugh  Omaha
Michael Roe  Lincoln
Charles Sederstrom, Jr. SGIG in NE
Charles Sohm  Omaha
Ronald Stites  Omaha
James Turpen  Omaha
Dan Welllendorf Omaha

Th anks to the generosity of numerous 
Scottish Rite Masons, Nebraska RiteC-
are children receive all the services they 
need, without regard to a family’s abil-
ity to pay. Please consider a donation 
or pledge and join these Brethren in 
making a signifi cant impact on our 
ability to provide fi rst-rate Speech 
and Language Th erapy for Nebraska 
children. 

Charter SGIG’s 
CIRCLE Donors

Even as the stock market has increased 
dramatically in 2018, fundraisers 

have been biting their nails over the 2018 
tax changes. Fundraising analysts have 
feared that the non-profi t world may 
raise $20 billion less in 2018 as the stan-
dard deduction increases, reducing the 
ability to deduct donations.

But early indicators show that while 
major donors may change their habits, 
including “bundling” donations to take 
advantage of the tax changes, regular do-
nors will still give as usual. Th is comes 
down to a fundamental refl ection of their 
faith in the mission of the organizations.

Th is past year, Scottish Rite Masons have 
truly stepped up to support our $632,000 
annual budget for speech therapy for 
our RiteCare Clinics. Twenty-one Scot-
tish Rite Masons donated $300 as charter 
SGIG Circle members (with time to do-
nate through June 30th as charter SGIG 
Circle members, receiving Charles Sed-
erstrom’s challenge coin as a donor) and 

and over sixty Scottish Rite Masons have 
donated $101, the price of one session of 
therapy, as 101-Club members. Members 
have called asking about charitable gift  an-
nuities, which provide income for life as 
well as tax advantages, with the principal 
supporting the Scottish Rite Foundation 
of Nebraska aft er their death. Members 
want to know about how they can make a 
planned gift , remembering the Scottish Rite 
Foundation in their estate plans. 

Th is speaks of greater awareness about our 
mission of helping children speak, as well 
as our teachers of the year awards, schol-
arships, and support for our historic Scot-
tish Rite buildings. No one knows what will 
happen this year with the investment mar-
kets, but I hope you will continue to sup-
port our good works with your donations. 
If you want to learn more about RiteCare or 
how you can establish a charitable gift  an-
nuity or provide for your favorite Masonic 
philanthropies in your estate, please call me 
at (402) 342-1300 or e-mail me at micah@
SRNE.org. 


